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• What’s the History

• What are the new updates

• How can we help
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Critical Problem
•Air pollution is one of the biggest environmental threats to human health, 

alongside climate change. It is responsible for 7 million premature deaths 

primarily due to noncommunicable diseases such as strokes, lung cancer 

and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease.

https://youtu.be/KVTxV_9ZZUg

Air pollution can affect human health directly through exposure to pollutants 

such as particulate matter, but it also has a climate impact, as some air 

pollutants are also short-lived climate pollutants.

https://www.who.int/europe/news/item/07-09-2022-international-day-of-clean-air-for-blue-skies--joint-efforts-needed-to-tackle-air-pollution-driving-climate-change-and-

affecting-health#:~:text=On%20this%20International%20Day%20of,change%20and%20damaging%20people's%20health.

https://youtu.be/KVTxV_9ZZUg


Fine particle pollution is an important factor in deaths from chronic 

obstructive pulmonary disease, lower respiratory 

infections, stroke, tracheal, bronchus and lung cancer and ischemic 

heart disease. It is also a contributing factor on type 2 

diabetes and neonatal disorders.

In 2019, these were the percentages from each disease attributable 

to outdoor air pollution…

https://www.unep.org/interactive/air-pollution-note/



The International Day of Clean Air for blue skies is on 

September 7 in recognition of the fact that clean air is 

important for health and day to day lives of people

This day serves as a platform for increasing global 

solidarity and political momentum for action against air 

pollution.

Mainly this day is used to recognize the amount of work 

that must be done to reduce the effects of smog, smoke, 

airborne chemicals like excessive CO2, and other forms 

of harmful air pollution.

World Clean Air Day

https://www.who.int/europe/news/item/07-09-2022-international-day-of-clean-air-for-blue-skies--joint-efforts-needed-to-tackle-air-pollution-

driving-climate-change-and-affecting-health

https://www.who.int/europe/news/item/07-09-2022-international-day-of-clean-air-for-blue-skies--joint-efforts-needed-to-tackle-air-pollution-driving-climate-change-and-affecting-health


History of International Day of Clean Air

During its 74th session, the United Nations General Assembly adopted a 

resolution calling for an International Day of Clean Air for Blue Skies on 

December 19, 2019, and invited the United Nations Environment 

Programme (UNEP) to help organize the international day on September 7 

in collaboration with other relevant organizations.

In 2020, the official opening for the International Day of Clean Air was held 

in South Korea.

https://www.un.org/en/observances/clean-air-day



https://www.unep.org/interactive/air-pollution-note/



This year, the primary focus of the Air Quality and Climate 

Bulletin is the Impact that wildfire smoke has had on air 

quality by producing widespread increases in PM levels.

The theme this year focuses on the transboundary nature of air pollution, 

stressing the need for collective accountability and action.

We all breathe the same air, and we have one atmosphere that needs our 

protection. International Clean Air Day for Blue Skies is a call to everyone, 

from governments and businesses to civil society and individuals, to take 

action to reduce air pollution and transform our lifestyles

2022 Updates

https://www.paho.org/en/campaigns/international-clean-air-day-blue-skies-2022



How can we Help?

•Use less energy at home
To generate electricity to heat, cool and power your home, power plants burn fuel that can release harmful pollutants into the 

air. By reducing energy use in your home, you can help improve air quality outside. 

•Walk, bike or use public Transit
To get us from place to place, most vehicles burn gasoline or diesel fuel, which release pollutants into the air. Finding an 

alternative to driving your car can help curb some of that pollution.

•Don’t burn wood
•Burning wood produces emissions that are harmful to human health and can worsen air quality both indoors and outdoors. 

Solar panels and electric heat pumps are alternative ways to heat your home.

•Join the fight for Healthy Air
Encourage and support your government and businesses to take measures to improve air quality.

https://www.unep.org/explore-topics/air/what-we-do/clean-air-day


	Slide 1
	Slide 2: Salma Rangel
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9

